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2&2 Have received your Letter, wherein you 
| = ſeem to beat a loſs for a ready and per- 
$US tincnt Anſwer to Two capping Queſtions, 
LDPSY by which the Papif are wont to puzle 
and confound thoſe filly Souls, wham they compa 
Sea and Land: to make Proſelites. I know you arg 
well fatiched, that Popery is a grand Cheat, upheld 
by fraud and violence, and hath nothing truly Ratie- 
nal to Recommend it-: But yet ſometitnes a,Man of 


honefty and good Principles may be at a ſtand to rev- 
der,a faiabyi Reaſon of his Belief, and to obviate 


ahs cunning: raftineſs of thoſe, who lie; in wait to 


dec pole-moreover you cannot expect any 
thing from me, but what hath been ſaid before, and 
what is infinitely better perform'd.in ſome hugdreds 
of Printed Books already extant, than any Scribling 
_ of mine will ever amount unto. -: But yerſfince Meg 
oftimes 'imake moſt uſe of thoſeReaſons, which ariſe 
in their own:Minds, by thinking and Meditation ; 1 
ſhall, for my.own fatisfaQtion, rather than'for yoi 
note down, as briefly and plainly as I can, ſuch An- 
{wers. to thoſe two Queſtions you-mention, .as ſhall 
at preſent occur to my Thoughts ;. which neverthe- 
 lefs 1'ſhall communicate-fo.you; if pubs they.may 
be worth your Acceptance. - The frſt is, [ oj 


Where was your Relig ion before Luther ? 
Tothis the Anſixerwillbe very ſhort and eafe, but 
l A-2 then 


, » 


(®) 
then it will caſt the whole ſtreſs of the Buſineſs upon 
Ye later Queſtion. T fay then, That our Religion, 
as to the Rules and Principles of it, was before Ls- 
ther, where it hath been ever fince, in the Scriptures : 
And as to the Profeſſhon of it, it hath been own'd an4 
maintain'd by the Faithful in all Ages, namely, ſuch 
25 have been keptby the Power of God through Faith 
«unto Salvation, againſt whom the Gates of H lFand 
"Rome have not been able to prevail. The Proteſtant 
Religion, we'contend for, is nothing elſe, but Chri- 
Atiantty uncorrupted, which was: in its greateft pu- 
mity before ever the Pope was heard of inthe World. 
-And Popery, that we oppoſe, is Chriſtianity adulte- 
rated, or rather Paganiſm Chriſtianized; which was 
2+ the Cradle when the Miſtery of Iniquity began to- 
work, and grew up to be the Manof Sin, when Popes 
— tadgulPd the World into ſo much Slavery, asito en- 
dure their trampling upoa Princes. And this truth, 
as-it appears in great meaſure from the Fathers and 
Hiſtorians of the- Church, and from all- Antiquity, 
that hath had the good fortune to eſcape the Expur- 
gatory Index ;_d it-is more eſpecially, and moſt evi- 
deftly manifeſt from'the Scriptures, which makes 
way for the ſecond Queſtion, which is the main Sub- 
x of this Epiſtle, namely, | 


Flow kiow you the Striptures tobe the Word of God & 


 With-this Queſtion chiefly, they think to:undo the- 
fimpler fort of Hereticks, as they aze-pleaſed to y__ & 
and 'tis not impoſſible but ſome weak and unſteady 
Minds may be n by.it. For ſince weneverheard 
God vocally pronounce tt, nor ever ſaw him deliver 
& uatothe-World, as-his Aft and Deed ; rn 
dw: . VE 
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- haveus foeaſic and creduldusawzobelevb;>thatrhete 


genera babs aw brit 17 it Yer 7 nm . 


: up0ndrjic-:Avthoriry:of the Church; +abd thar:Go 
Cs but theirs, can h4vethat Authorityz: But 
this Plea, is as far from fatisfying aninquiſtiveMing,, 
[as 'my-Arguintents arelike tobe fromeonvincingour 
Adverfatties. ' Now, if any unearned; well inganing 
Perſ6h; ſhall happen robe attacktÞy this, orahyiſuch 
like 'Quettion, and ſhall doubt of tis own ability,/to 
repel the 'Sophiſtry, whereby they are wont to: ma- 
Nage their-needy Cauſe : I ſhould/adviſechim todeal 
with-them; 45 our Saviour ſametime did with the 
captious-and-impgrtinent Fews ;- namely, :to anſwer 
their Queſtion by -asking another.” : As, ' Wha gave 
you- Authority: to call ' m1 queſtion the Scriptures ? 
-Haw dare you infinuate doubts 1nto any Chriſtians 
mind- concerning; the Truth and Aurhority'of 4har 
Book; Sehibbe the Ruleof our Duty both'to. Godand 
Man ? 'Away with theſe too-curious: Queſtions, :of 
which a Foof may askmorethan a Wiſe-Mancantell 


how to:anſwer.. It argues a:deſperate: Cauſe, and a: 


Religion! highly fufpicious; that cannot be maintain'd 
OP than. by-ſych Pleas, as:tend to make Men: 


But though it-beſafe and prudent for ſome People- 


to: put them-of in this manner, Jo without any'ter-- 

inde _ AHalladdreſomy elf raanfiverdiretdly;. 
{ ſoon as I tavepropounded aQyeryrer two which; 
Ithink, wall renifremirod dibab ator tothes grand: 
Queſtiow of theirs. ' :Fdemand therefore. of our Ad-- 
verfaties, How / they knew thas the Sun ſhines; or;. 


not alt-rhe: Objects: we ddcern abyat is, : be: centain- 


-Phantaſrns only; orApparitions: of the: Brain, Ou 
**1 Ve: 
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-haveno realExiſtenge in Nature ? Or, how comewe 
-to beaflured, that our whole Life 15 any more thaga 
- Dream ? For ſince in our Dreams, we verily believe 
the truth and reality of ſuch things, as we laugh at 
when we are awake : Why may we not hereafter a- 
-wake into another Stare of Life, in which we ſhall 

conclude our Life paſt; to have beena meer ſhadow ? 
Tf they will anſwer theſe Enquiries, according to 
the Nature of their own Principles, then, all the 
proof weare to _ is only this : We have heard 
many _ ſay this and tother ; Or, Thus we have 
been taughtby our Parents, or by our Tutors and Go- 
vernours;; and we believe them, and trouble our 
ſelves no further. In this manner they would have 
us to ſpeak in the Caſeof the Scriptures. They will 
not allow us to expe, or to endeavour, any Rational 
fatisfaQion in the point ; it is enough if we can bur 
ſo wide, as to ſwallow that 7r0jan Horſe of Pa- 
| pal Authority. But verily weare not yetperſwaded 
to make our ſelves Brutes, for the Catholick Cauſe ; 
that is, we are unwilling to lay aſide our own Senſes 
and Humane Faculties, to:-commit the whole Reafon 

and ConduQ of our Lives to be [ard and ſhe ſaid. 

And ſurely he that ſhould pretend to diſpute, and 
yr ſo fret Pe beg the Queſtion, would gain to be 
aughtat inſtead'of a Concluſion. Upon fuppoſition 
therefore, that-they would be a 4ittle more Philoſo- 
phical and Gentile, 'in anſwering'my Queſtions, in 
caſe they were propounded to them; I will endeavour 
the like, according to my {mall skill, in anſwer to 
theirs. And that I may deat as civilly as Ican, I ſhall 
iafift particularly, upon mone but the firft, between 
which and this Queſtion ob theirs, .T will run a Pa- 
| rallel, and attempt to:ſhew, thatby the fame Argu- 
2 ments 
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rhents they wilt prove that the Sun gives Light; I will 
prove the Scriptures to.be the Word:of God, FR, 
' In the firſt place then I ſhall confider what would: 
be ſaid by our Adverfaries, in Anſwer to thoſe extra- 


 vagant Queſtions, I mention'd even now ; and if I 


miſtake their Senſe in this matter, T pray do you in- 
form me better by the next opportunity ; For I ſel- 
dom come in their Company, and when I do, if they 
forbear, Fam not forward to raiſe Difputes. I ſup- 
poſe therefore they would tell me, That theſe Queſti- 
ons are about ſuch things, as all the World takes for 
z7ranted upon the Evidence of Senſe, and the uniform 
Experience of all Ages ; that thus to deny Principles, 
were to turn Sceptick, and ſo take the ready way 
never to come toany Concluſion ; juſt as if one that 

retended to the Mathematicks, ſhould deny the De- 
Fnitions and Poſtulata of Geometry, which haveen- 
dured the Teſt of moſt Ages and, as the common 
Notions and Sentiments of Mankind, have bid de- 
fiance to all Exceptions. Who would trouble his 
head to Argue with- ſuch a Perſon, as ſhould deny 
that two and three make five, or that the whole is 
bigger than the half ? We find by daily experience, 
and no body can perſwade us to the contrary, that 
when the Sun ts above the Horizon we can our 
way before us, the Objects that are about us, and 
how to do our buſineſs, which in the dark'we cannot 
do. If any Man walk intheday, (faith our Saviovr) 
he ſtumbleth not ; Why ? Becauſe he ſeeth the light 
of this World ; he needs not that any Man ſhould telt 
himiris light, he ſees it himſelf, and his own fight is 
beyond all other Mens Arguments. . But. if a. Man 
walk in the dark, he ſtumbleth ; and when Nighe 


cometh, Men cannot work. .So that theſe Queſtions 
[3.4] 4 you 
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»u propound; are altogetheriun pefiioa en 445 
From i undentable Evidence-of, qur Senes'; on iS 
Fromthe-cleareſt inferences of Reaſon ;; And'-(-3. ) 
From theuniverſal acknowledgment of Mankind. * 
In this manner I preſume, they would anſwer my. * 
Queries, nor: do I know any:better. way : And juit, 
thus 4t 4s in the Cale before us.; for, from theſe yery; 
grounds it will:appear, that the Scriptures have pro-. 
ceeded from God. The Sun doth: not-more plainly 
dire& our Steps, than the Scriptures do our Lives and 
ASions.' The firſt enlightens our Natural, .and the 
latter, our Moral walking. The one makes us:diſcern 
the Creatures that are about us, the other teaches 
how to uſe them to our greateſt Comfort, and higheſt 
Advantage. By the one we may conclude there is a 
God,- as Fe 15 knowable by the things that are made ; 
by the other we are inſtruCted what to think of Him, 
and how-to behave our ſelves 1n reference to Him, 
and to our Neighbour. The Scriptures are a Lamp 
urito ouy Feet, and a Light unto our Ways ; and 
whilſt we take heed thereunto we walk ſecurely, and 
never fail to find the benefit thereof; but when we 
forſake” their Condutt; .we fall into a thouſand Er-. 
fours and miſchiefs, oftimes diſcovered to our out- 
ward Senſes, in the diſcompoſure of our Bodies, and 
detrimerit of our Eſtates ; often too in the trouble, 
and diſorder of .onr Minds, and not ſeldom in beth 
theſe reſpeQs at once. are 
i As for. Example, the. Scripture Commands us to 
live ſoberly, to love our Neighbour, to feed the huri- 
gry, to forgive. injuries, and to deal juſtly with all 
Men. - And what are the: conſequences of | our-Obe- 
dience /in theſe things ?. Why: theſe ,; ſome {leep, a 
healthful” Body , a peaceful Soul, a chearful Life, 
7 Bread 


 -. 
Bread to eat,the tove of Neighbours, thePrayers of the 
Poor, and: a kind of univerſal Reſpe&and deference; 
which vertue -doth command wherever it comes: 
But then our Disobedience to theſe Precepts is uſu- 
ally follow'd with reſtleſs Nights, racking Pains, 
anxious Thoughts, ' ſcaring Dreams, trembling fears, 
perplexing doubts, the hatred of ſome; the Curſes 
of others, and the juſt condemnation” of. all. It's 
true, there are ſome reſery'd Caſes ; God doth ſome- 
times triea vertuous Soul with Afiictions, and often 
makes a Soul vertuous by AMiCtions : 'He doth again 
fometimes feed the Epicure-unto the day of Slangh- 
ter, and court the Vicious by Temporal Enjoyments 
to reclaim them. Yet, in the mean time, the Good” 
are born up with peace of Mind, and expeCtation of 
a Crown 3 and the Wicked are bulied' in ROT 
their Senſes to abate the-Sting of Conſcience -: 
fear.of Hell; 1:5! 11950 29m! os arg: 
But notwithſtanding theſe reſery*d Caſes, I dare ad- 
venture to affirm, that there is not any thing inthe 
World,whereof Lam. more cettain,than that the Scrip- 
ture isa moſt excellent Rule for theGovernment of my 
Life -and'Aions ; andthe ground'of this Aſſurance, 
in a great meaſure is taken from Senſe. Iam nomore 
aſſured 'that the Sun ſhihes, or the Fire warms, than 
I am, that my Conformity tothe peripinrcy i agh'y 
advantageous-to me. The Sun's not more/nevel{ary 
20'the being of Mankind,' than'the Scriptures are to 
his well-being. ' The one gives natural'Life and hghr 
to the Creation, the other enlightens the Mind, and 
teaches how to manage our Lives, and the Bleſſings: 
thereof, to the beſt purpoſe. Without the' firſt 'the 
World would be a 'Chaos, withoar the "later 
it would be a kind of' Hell.” /Now-the very frfION | 
" | 
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of Reaſon, infers the Concluſion : For, from whence 
ſhould ſuch a Treaſure of Wifdomand Truth proceed, 
bur'from the inexhauſtible Fountain of all Goodneſs, 
God Almighty ? 
. Andletany-Man inthe World (unto whoſe hands 
Divine , Providence ſhall bring it) carefully peruſe 
that Book, and:conſider well the vaſt Stock of Wiſe 
dom, .'the .zmmenſe Treaſures of Love and Bounty 
therein contained ; Let him obſerve the excellent 
Rules it propounds, ſo fitted for all purpoſes and oc- 
caſtons of Humane Lite, that an univerſal Confor- 
mity.to it, would make Heaven upon Earth ; Let 
him mark how all the Diſorders and Miſeries, Conten- 
tions and Blood-ſhed in the World, proceed from 
Mens diſobedience thereunto, and do Conſtitute the 
formal Reaſon of Hell it ſelf ; And ina word, let him 
obſerve, that whatever he doth well, and which af- 
terwards leaves him a grateful Reliſh and eaſineſs of 
Mind, 'is done according to the Preceptsof that Book ; 
and whatever he doth amiſs, which leaves a Sting 
and Poyſon behind it, is nothing elſe but a deviation 
from.that Rule : I ay, Let him but diligently read, 
and impartially conſider theſe things, and he can be 
No better aſſured, that there is a God, who is Good 
and Wiſe, Merciful and Juſt, than that the Holy 
Scriptures are the Reſult of his Goodneſs and Mercy, 
towardsthe Sons of Men ; and that they docontairi a 
declaration of - his Mind: with reſpeCt unto us, andthe 
Rule of our Duty 1n relation to him. + 
Why might,not our Adverſaries demand of: us, 
how we come. to be certain, that-God is Righteous 
and the Devil Wicked ? Is it leſt the Queſtion ſhould 
recur upon themſelves ? For fince ſo many of their 


holy Fathers, have been fo: Flagicious, as. Hiſtory 


makes 
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makes mention, and ſince Villany is ſo far Patro- 
nized by their Church, that the blackeſt Criminals 
it that' Communion, are oftimes 'Canonized for the 
greateſt Saints : One would be apt to ſuſpe&, they 
Worſhipno other Deity but the Pope, and that whiltt 
they pronounce his Holineſs, the ſecret Reſervation 
may be, his Wickedneſls. - U2 Hg 
L have heard indeed of a Popethat made this Que- 
ſtion, unleſs perhaps it were {poken by way of Ex- 
clamation ; 2 1antum lucri iſta fabula de Chriſto nobis 


peperit ! And this ſeems to be the proper language of 


that Church: For if they'did/belteve the New Te- 
ftament to beought but a Fable, they could notallow 
thoſe Dottrines and PraCtices, that are every where 
viſible amongſt them. For I reckon, that impoſing 
upon the Conſcience things unrevealed, and beyond 
all poſſibility of belief, upon no leſs penalty than the 
Inquifition here, and Damnation hereafter,/1s the 
very next door to Infidelity and Atheiſm. How can 
he be ſaid to believe the Truth, that would force 
another to believe a Lie ? So that whilſt our Adver- 
faries would ſeem to queſtion the grounds upon 
which we aſſent unto the Scriptures ; it's more than 
probable, they themſelves do not.believe rhematall. 

I nothing doubt, for all that, but thereare within 
the Romiſh Church, thouſands of pious and devour 
Souls, whoſe Education and otherunhappy Circum- 
ſtances, God will 4n great Mercy conſider ; and, 
chough under groſs Error and much Ignorance, will 
bring them through the power of his Grace unto Sal- 
vation. If their Foundation be upon the Rock, though 
they have built thereon Hay and Stubble, they may 
indeed ſuffer loſs, but ſhall-eſcape utter 'Ruine. I 


| think too there are amongit them, ſome Learned Men, 
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as the Janſeniſts, and perhaps ſome others, whoſe 
Lives and: Principles are far better than the reſt, and 
whoby an odd kind of fatality preſerve theirStation in 
that Church. Theſe, if they purſue their own Rules 
and Practice according to what they Write, ſhall not 
(Thope) ſmart with the reſt, when God comes to 
viſit their iniquity. But as for thoſe deſigning Men, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to prie into the Cabinets of 
.Princes, and to influence the Afﬀairs of Kingdoms for 
the advantage of the Catholick Cauſe ; who though 
Prieſts, affect to be Miniſters of State, not of Jeſus 
Chrift, whoſe Kingdom. is not of this World ; they 
whote: Goſpel-is Fire and Sword, and their glad. ti- 
dings of Salvation ſome Bloody Maſſacre ; whoſe 
Faith is in the Pope, and whoſe Heaven it is, to.be 
Courted and Canoniz'd by a Scarlet Whore : I look 
upon theſe to bea Generation of the vileſt Wretches 
that ever the Earth bore, and in a far worſe condi- 
tion than Turks or Pagans. And yet theſe are the 
Men that would have me receive the Scriptures u 
en their Credit,, who are the great Shame and Diſ- 
credit of that Holy Chriſtian Religion contained. 
aherein, and whoſe Lives are one entire contradiction 
thereunro, 

E ſuppoſe it will not be denied, that, had we no 
inſpired Writings at all to.direEt us, there were ne- 
vertheleſs. many reaſons to-believe the Being of God. 
Scarce any People: under Heaven ſo brutiſh, as not to 
Dave ſome impreſſions of a Deity. Scarce any Per- 
fon in the World ſo profligate, as not to-have ſome 
checks of Conſcience : Belides what Arguments 
may be drawn from the Beauty of Providence and 
Harmony of the Creation. Now the very Notion 
ef + God includeth Goodneſs, and the Notion _ 
Gaod-- 
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Goodneſs ſuppoſetha God : One 1s the Stream, the 
other. .is a Fointain. : Let any Man trie how he 
can phanſie the Stream that ſhould proceed from no 
Original Fountain at all. - It is not imaginable ſure, 
that any Creature ſhould be in the Word, or: that 
good things ſhould be beftow*d upon any Creature, 
but they muſt proceed from ſome Original, and that 
can be nothing elſe but God bleſſed for ever. From 
whence I argue thus ; If the inviſible things of him, 
from the Creation, be clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by the things that are us 4 much more may the 
vilible CharaCters of .Divine Goodneſs, every: where 
evident in the Scriptures, be clearly concluded to be 
from God. r POTENT: 

Will any man obje& and ſay, Where. are thoſe 
vilible CharaQers of Divine Goodneſs contained in 
the Scriptures ? Many People cannot ſee them. True 
indeed, and there are ſome too that cannot ſee: rhe 
Sun, -but then they-are blind, and cannot fſce- any 
thing at all. The Sun illuminates the material viſible 
World, andthe Scripture gives us a proſpect of a Spi- 
ritual World, . and{etsus ſee things Divine ; but then 
we muſt have Eyes; and if we complain of darkneſs in 
the Meridian light, where's:the fault ? Now if any 
Man will ſay, he can ſee no.marks nor fcotſteps of 
Divine Goodneſs-in.the Scriptures ; I would ask him; 
whether -healthand vigour of body; whethereaſineſs 
and pleaſure of Mind, are. good things or not ? And 
whether he would chooſeto lie upon a Rack, or. a 
Bed of Roſes ? Or fuppoſe-a- Man by his own de- 


- fault, and wilfulneſs in-going aſtray, be fallen into a 


Pit, where he-is certain either to be ſtung with Ver= 
mine, or to die by wild Beaſts, or famifh to Death ; 
Would, he nat account. it -a kindneſs, not only tobe: 


delt»- 
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delivered from the preſent danger, but condufted 
throughout the remainder of his fourney, in ſuch a' - 
way, as is both ſafe and eafie ? It he'anfwer in the 
Aftirmative, he yields the Caule ; if he deny, he 
muſt be a Mad Man, paſt all ſenſe of underſtanding 
of good or evil. Now if I purſue our Adverſaries 
to rhe Gates of Bedlam, they muſt excuſe me, if 
there bid farewell, and follow them no further. ' The 
ſumm 1s this ; That which teacheth us the beſt way 
imaginable , to preſerve health in our Bodies and 
peace in our Souls, to live comfortably at Home and 
profitably to our Neighbours, to Honour our Crea- 
tor and know our ſelves, to avoid Miſery and attain 
Happineſs, muſt needs be an excellent Rule, very 
mn for our good, and muſt proceed from the true 
Fountain of all Goodneſs. But ſuch is the Scripture, 
therefore it 15 the Word of God. 


Thns far I have conſidered the Scripture, in re- 
ference chiefly to its Utility ; Let us nov obſerve it 
a little with reſpeC& to its Verity : For ſometimes it 
happens, that a thing may be uſeful, which yet is 
not exactly true ;, As for Example, Decimal Arith- 
metick reſolves a Queſtion Goody: but notaltoge- 
ther exaCtly ; yet it will come ſo near the truth, as 
nct to miſs the rooooth. part of a Farthing. And a 
Clock will follow the Metion of the Sun for a 
weeks time, with the Errour only of ſome few Mi- 
nutcs ; but neither the' one nor the other in ſtriQ- 
neſs of ſpeech can be ſaid to be true, -thongh both 
are very uſeful. But now, if the Scriptures appear 
to be both uſeful 11 the higheſt degree, and infal- 
libly trie, it muſk needs ſpeak the very great Per- 
tection of thoſe Sacred Writings. the * be 
| | diftin- 
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diſtinguiſhed into four parts according as they con- 


(1. Things related, or matter of Hiſtory ; 
)2.. Things fore-told, or matter of Propheſie ; 


= 


3- Things tobedone, as matter of Aftion, or Duty ; 


(4: Things to be believed, or matter of Faith. 


As for the Hiſtorical part of that-Book, how hath 
it bidden defiance to Time to diſcover ahy juſt Ex- 
ception.! Nay, even the Enemies of Truth, have 
own'd:and confirm'd the matters of Fatt therein'con- 
tained. And 'many profane Writers, who either 
knew not of, or have not 5.g50 acknowledged the 


— toe dens or: of Adyerſaries-againit themſelves, is 
aluays confinnatl. 5 eo SEO 
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.of God, or they are Ex traduce, or Pre-exiſtent. 
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And then for thePreceptive part, containing Rules 


of Life and Manners, it is ſo Rooted in the Nature 


of things,: ſo obvious to Senſe, ſo agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, ſo beneficial to the World, and ſo confirmed by 
the Experience. of all Men, whoſe Faculties are-not 
depraved, "That Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
before one jot or tittle thereof ſhall fa#t, or be found 
defictent. - - Be 

Laſtly, The Divine Myſteries therein revealed, as. 
the Doctrine.of the Trinity, the Incarnation of the- 
Bleſſed Jeſus, &c-, though they are above our Capa- 


city, to explain the Nature of them, yet are they ſo' 


ſuitable ro Gods Goodneſs, and do make ſuch a 
Harmony of Divine Attributes, that Reaſon it ſelf, 
will rather from thence infer the truth of their being, 
than that they cannot be, becauſe we underſtand not 
the manner how they.are. How could God be Juſt; 
if Juſtice were not fatisfied ? And.could be Merciful, 
if all Men were to be damned ; How could loſt Man 
Redeem himſelf ? .Or, how could he beſaved, if he 
ſhould ſuffer for himſelf ? But now in the Perſon.of 
our Bleſſed Redeemer, the Law is fatisfied, Juſtice 
is done, and even thereby, Mercy doth the more emi- 
nently appear ; God is glorified, and Man is not left 
to periſh in his iniquity. If a Man will be ſo moroſe 
as to urge, that Three in one, Eternal Generations, 
a Virgins Conception, and the'like, ſound ſo harſh 
to Humane underſtanding, that rhey cannot be true : 
He may after the ſame rate conclude, that there is no 
ſuch thing as Humane Generation, ſince the Nature 


and procels thereof, is very obſcurely, if at all un- 


derſtood. Thar there are no Souls, becauſe it is not 
yet agreed, whether they are immediately. Created 


No 
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No ſuch thing \as Milk 'in 'a Womans Breaſt, fines 
Anatomilſts are confounded /xvith' difficulties t0:find 
what'Matter 1t:4S made:df ts by what. ſecret; Cha- ; 
hels conveyed thither : ' In ſ0-nwch that, one. ;very 
Learned Writer in that Faculty, flies to. the forcejof 
Imagination to produce it. ' No ſuch thing as Quan: 
tity, becauſe 'no Maw-ever :yet. could -demoaſtrare 
unexceptionably,. whether -it þe'infigitely divifibley 
or altimately reſolvable into.indiviſibles. - No Bodies 
in the World, ſince no Man knows what kind of 
Original. Parricles' they are. made of. Theſe and 
many things more, as to the manner how they.arey 
have CL — them, which are m{upe- 
rable :and -1ni ebenſtble. ; And ' methinks. 44. is 
ſomewhat hard, that we ſhould do things our-ſelves, 
and ſee many things before our Eyes, of which we 
can give no tolerable account; and ſhould yet:think, - 
that God. cannot do ſomewhat more than we canap- 
prehenid:; and {houldbe ſo inclinable.to reject even 
God himſelf, his Word, and all his Works of Woen- 
der, if. they - will not accommodate themſelves to 
our little underftandings; 1': - InuH bne: woot 

From theſe conſiderations, -and many.. more,.;that 
will occur to = hy thinking Man,..it doth, 
appear beyond all: poſſibility of doubting, that the 
Scriptures moſt certainly true 3-and if ſo, it muſt be 
the Word! of: Cod-;i for itteſtifiethiof it ſelf, tharit is, 
given: by Divine-Inlpiration.., Never did ,any, Book, 
contain ſo much-W1iſdom, Kindneſs, and UGtulne 
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to the Sons of Ven as it doth.. Summ up the whole 
World together, except-the Bible and what is taken 
out of it, and the! Total will neither afford you half 
ſo many Excellent 'Rules;; and Qbferyations, for the 
government! of Mens Taves; 107 one thouſand Rh 
, {© 
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of that clear diſcovery of Divine Truth, which tha 
Book contains. Shall we now ſay, that this Book is 


' a Forgery, a Cheat and Impoſture;of the! Devil 2 


For ſo-it mult be, if it benot the Word of God. And 
what follows ? Why, that. a Corrupt Tree brings 
forth- pood Fruit, and:that.moſt pure and wholfome 
Streams: rome from a-putrid Fountain. That 
1thys fa , that ev, and that light -is . 
darkneſs: —He- that denies: the Scriptures to be the 


. 


To which it may beudded, .Thatalljhe malicious 
and cunning Adverfaries of. God andtrue Religion ; 
all the Pagans, Popes, and *Helliſh Apoſtates ; all 
the Devils themſelves, and their incarnate Brethren 
the Jeſitits, with all their Subtilty and Contrivance, 
have'not beeti able to deſtroy nor difcreditthatBook': 
No, nor/ to Corrupt it' neither, in any ſuch degree, 
bur that fill there remains good. Copies thereof in 
feveral Languages. And though there may be'defi- 
ciency and Humane frailty,.in. ſome. Readings and, 
Verfions, as: t6'fome' particular words, yer is nor 
that any-blemiſh unto, -or diminution of the Beality 
and Excellency of the whole; but may rather teach - 
us to value it the more : For ſinceneither thefailings 
of fome, nor the fraud:of others hath availed in/Stx-. 
teen hundredyears,x6 do-any ſubſtantial dimmige to. 
that Book; it-1s a convincing Argumear, that Divine 
Providence hath been engaped for 4t*s preſervation. 

If tt ſhould'be here objected, That fincethere are 
fo many vari-us Readings of the Scriptures, it may 
be doubrfiil-whick- of them vis 'the' beft-: I-readily 
grant tt, {but thien there can be'no/doubr,” bur. thar 
cver y 


his Conſcience, that he may admit of theſe Con- 


Word of God, muſt quit his Senſe, his Reaſon, and - * 
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every one of rliem, for the main Subſtance of it, is 
wy Ward of God. Let' us ſuppoſe Religio Medicz to 

. turned into ſeveral Ages ; there may be dt 
vers faults in every one of them, as is obſerved to 
be.in the Letine Copy, and ſome'of them very groſs 
ones: But, will any from thence infer, that Sir 
Zho. Brown is not the Anthor ? For though indeed 
he is not- the Author of thoſe Errors, wherein the . 
true Senſe of ſome particular Words is miſtaken: Yet 
fince they are not ſuch, nor ſo many, as to evacuate 
the defign and' ſcope'of the Book, much leſs to deno- 
__ een n3 nee CO hag cm I ma 

ay, wil * Propriety' ſpeech, S 

—_ rated by the Learned Sir 7. Brown, though I 
ſhould find the ſame in Laerize or French, and had. 
never ſeen _—O_— Engliſh. Thus I ſeraplenot 
to ſay, the Rhemiſts Tran{htiowis the Word of God. 
That is, for the Subſtance, and main Purpoſe of if, 
it is not ſo ſpoiPdas to loſs the Nature of 'Divine 
Truth, but is profitable for DoQtine, for Reproof, 
for CorreCttion, for InftrufQtion' in' Righteoulhefs: 
And, toſuchas cannot procurea better, 1t may doubt 
leſs be-lufficient to make them;Wilſe unto Saftvarior. 
But I intend not in the meantime, to Entitle God Al+ 
mighty to the failings or frauds of that Verſion; or of 
any otner, 4 2023 262 CHDRG 

The Errors that have:beenoccaſioned from various 


| Popes had ſet up anin- 
fallible Chair at Rowe}, '4:Cou only Be ts'p Us 

ſuch: Undertakings, becauſe: GREY not be 
| 2 ſup- 
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fupported- without them: 'So- that in} the Primitive 
Times} the 'Efrors which have crepr into-theBible; 
-haveibeen-arſt, only ſuch failingsas have eſcaped una- 
wares in the Tranſcribing thereof: And ſecondly, at- 
terwards, when it. came ro be Tranſlated into other 
Languages, ſome idifficulty.'and: conteſt could nor 
chooſe: but :ariſe, about the readring ſuch words as 
were of various, & dgubtful fignification,from which 
I beheve there: are-very: few — entirely free. 
Now I ay, it was impoſhble that both theſe together, 
whilſt Men were ſincere and honeſt, 'ſhould ever ſtifle 
or-queach the Divine Spirit 'whitah breaths every 
where in thoſe Sacred Writings, - And we may rea- 
ſonably fuppolſe , that the - Chriſtian Church was 
Nockt with a competent number of good Copies, 
þefore the Myſtery of Iniquity came tofiich a height, 
as. to, attempt. the wiiful depravation of the Scrip- 
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Two things are conſiderable in this matter ; Firſt, 
That in the Infant State of Chriſtianity , Believers 
were cordial, and in good earneſt, about the buſineſs 
of Religion. The power of Godlineſs prevailPd,'and 
thoſe who. calPd themſelves Chriſtians, were really 
{uch ; nor had they yet learn'd thoſe Crafts of Cout- 
nage and Deceit, which afterwards, the Myftery of 
Iniquity furniſht the World withall. And theretore 
they, would becareful, tm: the higheſt degree, to 
Tranſm . faithful Copies of thoſe precious Papers 
unto. Poſterity.:. A Duty more eſpecially incumbent 
an them., who. had the keeping of the-true Origi- 
nals... Jecondlys | That God Almighty,. having by 
the, Holy Ghoſ? 1n{pited:his-Pen-Men,:vo deliver: his 

Lind. unto-the World; ibis not-liktly, that teſkould 
celinquifh. the. ſame, to-periſh. in the hands'df igno- 


rant. 


ea as 


Can] 
rant: br wicked:Men ti;For Gacethe/BlelledSpipitditl 
ſo mdbifeſtly; appear: 4o0:it, Nivine-Providence;was 
ſure to/guard it, and will doubtleſs ſecure it to the 
end of the World. . "I A} 

- Theſe inducemerits, wah others of like nature, are 

ſufficient I. count ,h,to convince-any Man, unto 
whoſe hands the Bible ſhallcome, that it doth contain 
the words of Eternal Life ;- For 1t. carries that Self- 
evidencing Light, that Majeſtick' plainneſs, that 
unaffeRed Gravity, and ſubſtantial Utility through» 
out the whole ; that no;Man; who wall but Poor's 
can poſlibly ; doubt of its. Original, -- And.;though- 
Mens Corruptions may.prevail {o far with them, as 
to make them pretend-at leaſt, to call in queſtion 
the Being,of God, as well as.the'Truth of his Ward : 
Yer it ſhall certainly operate. upor-thenvioifar, -as to. 
leave. ther without excuſe.. | L do-not believe, that 
Natureever yet produc'd {o profligate a Wretch, -but 
would be ſenſible of ſome reluCtancy and grief, to-ſee 
his Child murder*'d, his Houſe fir'd, and. have his 
Limbs torn aſunder, without; agy,quft cauſe-or pro- 
vccation; given... But if theſe things.have noevil in 
them,,' why: ſhould: any body j be grieved at them? 
If they have, why ſhould any one do-the like to his 
Neighbour ? Now , if. Men ought not to do wrong 
in one reſpect, no more ought-they. to do-it-in any: 
other.;” From whence ought: to follow the-untyerſal 
reftitude- of all; our ations. And where/aze:'there 
ſuch Rules of; Equity.and Righteouſneſs as the Scrips 
tures afford ,,.teaching us,to-do unto. others,. as we 
would that the ſoulddo unto us4 The faighfubgh» 
ſervation ef - which..ſhort Preceps.,, would:confing | 
Afﬀtrea t0 this; lower World, and, yet 'bagiſh all hes 
Caurts, as being uſclefs.:' It. would ſer ſuch a ag "Wt 
things, 
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things, #3 would-far exceed all the imaginarybeau- 
ties of the Golden Age. From-whence now ſhould 
this proceed, but from the Fountain of all Righte- 
*ouſneſs, God Almighty ? 7 | 

' There is yet a further means of aſſurance, that the 


Scriptures are. the; Word of God, namely, trom the! 
evidence of the Spirit bearing witneſs in our Con- 


feiences, to the truth of thoſe things contained in our 
Bibles ; of which there 1s a Counter-part written in 
our Hearts, and atteſted by the Holy Ghoſt. There 
are indeed many falſe Spirits, and many vain pre- 
rences tro the true one ; yet a meaſure thereof is gi- 
ven toevery Child of God, and profniſed toall thoſe, 
that ſeek it with ſincerity and perſeverance. Now 
I fay this Evidence of the Spirit, wherever it is, doth 
All che Mind' with -aſurance' and: fatisfaftion, about 
Divine Truth, beyond all Arguments : It is ſo con- 
vincing, that St. Pazl calls ira Demonſtration. And 
though perhaps it may not have that force to thoſe 
'* who deride it in others, and ſtifle its motions 1n rheir 
own Breaſts, (for neither 1s Geometrical Demon- 
Rration'of forceto them that underſtand it not:) yer 
to a mind enlightened by it, and brought under the 
power of it, the Evidence and Demonſtration of the 
Spirit, is beyand all other Arguments and Demon- 
Ftrations whatſoever. & 

To ſumm' up all, we need not to go fo a Corrupt 
and Adulterous Church, to have its Authority and 
Imprimatur ftampt uponour Bibles, from whence on 
the contrary it ought to derwe its own: Authority : 
And it will one day ſink under the weight and force 
ef thoſe Laws and Precepts, \which it 'fiow vainly 
pretends to 'Authorize. I ſay then, the Scriptures 
arc known to be the Word of God beyond all-poſſi- 
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bility of miſtake or dubiration,' by Evidenceof 'E&nſe, 
by Arguments of Reaſon, and by Demonſtration of 
the Spirit. Y 

This (Sir) all, I ſhall trouble you with in this 
Matter, till either I _—_ your Objections, 'or ſome 
further opportunity ,of diſcovering my Zeal to ſerve 
you, according to the utmoſt of my power. * 
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